
October 3, 2017  
Council Report  
 
Hello Council, 
 
First of all, my apologies that this report is not formated in its usual fashion or on the regular 
letterhead. I am writing this report from home as I have been a bit under the weather lately. I 
can’t believe September is already over! It’s been a busy few weeks since our last meeting so I 
will jump right in.  
 
Student Group Meeting  

VP Ushakov, many SU staff, and I met with representatives from the Dean of Students to 
further discuss the proposed changes to student group policy and procedure. It was a 
productive meeting and much time was spent discussing the “Risk to Reputation” definition. 
Thank you to all the councillors who asked insight questions during the related presentation to 
council.  
 
City Councillor Mixer 

First of all, a big congratulations to VP Scott for organizing such a successful GovWeek! 
If you haven’t already gotten a chance to do so, please fill out the survey that VP Scott has been 
circulating. I very much enjoyed the mixer that VP Larsen hosted for city council and mayoral 
candidates! I had the opportunity to chat with almost every candidate present and discuss 
issues that matter to students.  
 
Provost Meeting 

VP Scott and I met with the Provost, Steven Dew, in our monthly one-on-one meeting. It 
was productive and we discussed upcoming Unviersity issues. VP Scott and I are still working 
with the Office of the Provost to find a time to come to Dean’s Council to present on student 
representation. It has become clear to us that there is a varying level of understanding from 
Deans on the role of student representatives, which is something VP Scott and I hope to clarify. 
We also discussed the Peter Lougheed Leadership College, including its future here at the 
University.  
 
Welcome BBQ for Refugees 

The executive and I attended a welcome BBQ for new refugee students. It was a great 
event to attend and neat to learn more about the process of welcoming particularly Syrian 
refugees to campus.  
 
UCP Debates  

VP Larsen and I have been closely watching the live-streamed debated for the new 
United Conservative Party leader. During these we listen carefully to any mention of 
post-secondary or youth issues. It will be interesting to watch the leadership election continue to 
unfold.  



 
CAUS 30th 

I am continuing to work with Josh, the interim director for CAUS, to plan the CAUS 30th 
anniversary celebration. Next week VP Larsen and I will be traveling down to Calgary for a 
CAUS meeting where I hope to get more of those details worked out.  
 
Alumni Cap n’ Gown Ceremony  

I had the great privilege of attending an alumni celebration in the old arts building where 
graduates from the class of 1967 received a metal. It was very interesting to hear about student 
life back in 1967 and many of the recipients were thrilled to be commemorated.  
 
Bears Hockey 

VP Paches, VP Scott, and I attended the Bears hockey game last week! It was a very full 
arena and we were happy to support our varsity athletes.  
 
Canada 150 Park Opening  

In celebration of Canada 150, the University has donated a small park to the community 
on south campus. VP Larsen, VP Paches, and I attended the opening launch. Although I am 
generally critical of Canada 150, I thought the celebration was well done and the community 
was obviously very happy to acquire this space.  
 
GFC  

Last week, VP Ushakov, VP Scott, and I attended a rather spicy General Faculty Council 
meeting. There was lots of debate on the proposed research looking into USRI’s (the tool used 
to give professors feedback at the end of the semester). I’m sure VP Scott can provide more 
insight into this issue in his written and oral report. I also presented the SU’s goals at this 
meeting. 
 
Alumni Awards 

VP Larsen, VP Paches and I attended the Alumni Awards event in the Jubilee 
auditorium. It was a packed house and I really enjoyed listening to the various stories of the 
award recipients. The U of A sure has some amazing alumni! 
 
ESA Meeting  

VP Larsen and I attended an Edmonton Student Alliance meeting last week. It was a 
productive meeting where we discussed adding a treaty recognition to our meetings, the 
upcoming municipal elections, as well as added another member to our organization - the 
Concordia Graduate Students Association.  
 
CSSA Gala  

This weekend, VP Paches and I will attend the Chinese Students’ and Scholars 
Association's annual gala. We are very excited to support this event which happens in the Myer 
Horowitz Theatre!  



 
BFPC and BLDC  

I had a Board Finance and Property Committee meeting, as well as will have a Board 
Learning and Development Committee meeting. At the BFPC meeting we received an 
interesting presentation on deferred maintenance. At the BLDC meeting I will be presenting on 
the SU’s goals.  
 
Thanks for reading my report! Happy to answer any questions you might have.  
 
Marina Banister 
 
UASU President  


